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Nicaragua favoured by the Americans. Numerous
expeditions surveyed the territory, whose work proved
invaluable later. At least it was made clear that the
two routes mentioned were the only ones possible.
" I should occupy too much space," writes De Lesseps
in his Recollections, " were I to quote all the names
attached to this wonderful enterprise, but I cannot pass
on without saluting the most famous among them,
including Nelson, Ghilds, Lloyd, and our fellow-
countryman Garella, and, above all, Thom6 de
Gamond, who was the first to propose the making of a
tunnel between France and England, and he lived long
enough to see it at all events begun. There can be no
higher reward for those who devote their lives to the
pursuance of useful truths than to witness the com-
mencement of the enterprise upon which their hearts
are set. From the year 1780 down to the present day
a host of projects have been put forward for piercing
the isthmus, some of them very carefully thought out
and others purely fancy schemes. But the last few
years have produced more than the whole of the pre-
vious period. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869
produced a complete revolution in the commercial
relations of the whole world, and I have no doubt that
this event had a considerable influence upon the
researches into the piercing of the American canal. For
it is within the last fifteen years that so many bodies of
explorers have gone out to investigate the nature of the
work, and have come back loaded with valuable infor-
mation calculated to throw light upon this intricate
question. All honour to them for their zeal in assisting
science to make this great step forward. At the same